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CONTENTS  SURVEY  OF  BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED 

PERSONS  IN  MICHIGAN 


Completed  April  10,  1935 
By 

John  J.  Lee,  State  Supervisor  of  Rehabilitation  and 

Special  Education,  Department  of 
Public  Instruction,  Lansing,  Michigan 

Josef  Cauffman,  Superintendent,  Michigan  School  for 

the  Blind,  Lansing,  Michigan 

John  F.  Hill,  Superintendent,  Employment  Institution 

for  the  Blind,  Saginaw,  Michigan 


STATE  INSTITUTIONS  AND  DEPARTMENTS  HAVE  SERVED  4650 


BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED  PERSONS  IN  MICHIGAN 


This  survey  was  made  up  from  tabulated  information 
showing  that  the  institutions  and  deoartments  named  above 
have  actually  served  4650  blind  and  partially  sighted 
persons.  The  original  records  and  tabulations  may  be 
obtained  for  reference  through  the  State  Rehabilitation 
Office,  424  Tussing  Building,  Lansing. 

Two  hundred  twelve  of  the  4,650  persons  of  this  survey 
have  received  service  from  two  or  more  agencies  or  were 
reported  in  duplicate. 
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INTRODUCTORY  STATEMENT 


At  a meeting  of  the  Augmented  Administrative  Board  held  in 
Lansing  during  the  month  of  February  the  Honorable  Vernon  J. 
Brown,  Chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee  of  the  State 
Legislature  and  member  of  the  above  Board,  requested  that  a 
survey  and  report  be  made  showing  the  number  of  blind  persons 
in  Michigan. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  and  as  complete  a 
survey  has  been  made  as  was  possible  from  information  and 
facilities  available. 


The  report  includes  the  following: 


1.  General  Summary  Statement 


2.  Table  I 

3.  Map 

4.  Map 


Summary  of  Blind  Survey 

Showing  690  Blind  Persons  by  Counties 

Showing  1S37  Partially  Sighted  Persons  by 
Counties. 


5.  Map  - Showing  2527  Blind  and  Partially  8ighted 

Persons  by  Counties. 

6.  Table  II-  Showing  Employment  of  7^7  Blind  and  Partial- 

ly Sighted  Persons  in  203  Different  Occupa- 
tions, 

7.  Table  III-  Showing  212  Blind  Persons  who  have  received 

se.uioes  from  two  or  more  State  Institutions 
or  Departments. 


8,  Table  IV-  hr: port  from  16  Counties  obt<  ined  from  the 

State  Relief  Administrator  showing  Blind  and 
Partially  Sighted  reported. 


9.  Excerpt  from  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  State 
Employment  Institution  for  the  Blind  - 1914 

10.  List  of  Blind  and  Deaf  Persons  in  Michigan  - 193^ 


GENERAL  SUMMARY 


In  making  the  Survey  the  Committee  obtained  information 
from  the  following  sources: 

(1)  Tabulation  of  all  names  known  and  recorded  through  the 
respective  State  Inst i tut  ions  and  Dep-  rtmonts  serving 
blind  and  partially  sighted  persons: 

fa)  Michigan  School  for  the  Blind 
- (b)  Employment  Institution  for  the  Blind 

(c)  Day  Schools  (Special  Classes  for  Blind  and 
Partially  Sighted  Children) 

(d)  The  State  Rehabilitation  Division 

(2)  The  1930  Federal  Census 

(3)  The  State  Relief  Administrator's  Office  - 16  counties 


CONCLUSIONS  REACHED: 

(1)  The  Federal  Census  of  193^  shows  that  there  were  17^2 
blind,  of  whom  1021  were  males  and  721  females.  This  is 
approximately  the  same  number  of  blind  recorded  in 
Michigan  in  1914  when  our  State  population  was  3,000,000. 

(2)  There  are  almost  exactly  the  same  number  of  blind  persons 
in  Michigan  as  were  known  20  years  ago,  yet  during  those 
two  decades  population  has  increased  6l.2$. 

(3)  The  causes  of  blindness  have  changed  greatly  during  the 
last  20  years.  Through  medical  treatment  of  babies  at 
birth,  blindness  due  to  disease  and  hereditary  causes 
has  been  very  greatly  reduced.  Much  more  of  our  present 
blindness  is  caused  by  accidents  in  industry.  It  origi- 
nates suddenly  and  strikes  people  in  adult  life  who  have 
received  their  education  as  sighed  persons  and  have  the 
responsibilities  of  homes  and  dependents. 

Blindness  among  children  is  decreasing  in  relation  to 
population.  Blindness  among  adults  seems  to  be  on  the 
increase. 

(4)  This  would  indicate  that  the  number  of  children  to  be 
served  by  the  State  School  for  the  Blind  and  Special 
Classes  in  our  public  schools  will  not  increase,  while 
the  number  needing  the  service  of  the  Employment  Institu- 
tion at  Saginaw  and  of  the  State  Rehabilitation  Division 
will  increase. 

(5)  Survey  not  complete  - The  Committee  included  in  its  Survey 
all  information  it  could  obtain.  It  must  be  admitted,  how 
ever,  that  the  survey  cannot  be  regarded  as  100$  accurate 
or  complete.  The  report  as  it  has  been  repared  will  give 
considerably  more  information  than  has  been  available  and 
it  is  hoped  may  serve  the  purpose  of  showing  more  accurate 


- 


ly  and  more  definitely  what  our  problems  are  in  relation 
to  our  ftlind  and  partially  ‘flighted  persons  in  Michigan. 

The  survey  is  complete  from  the  records  of  the  state 
institutions  and  departments.  It  was  not  possible  to 
take  an  accurate  census  to  locate  persons  not  already 
known.  Persons  who  may  be  known  to  "private  agencies" 
such  a 8 the  Detroit  League  for  the  Handicapped  and  the 
Grand  Rapids  Association  for  the  Blind  were  not  included. 


• . 


TABLE  I 


SUMMARY  OF  BLIND  SURVEY 


Total 

Total 

Total 

GRAND 


Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 


Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 


No.  Blind  Persons  690 

No.  Partially  Sighted  Persons  1837 

No.  Not  Classified  2125 

TOTAL  "^650  • 


AGES 


EDUCATION 


No.  0-21  1504- 

No.  22*-  4-0  1127 

No.  4-1-  60  .868 


No.  6l  and  over  ....  184- 
No,  not  reported  . . . 967 

4-650 


Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 


No.  having  1-8  grades 
No.  having  9 “12  grades 
No.  having  12  and  over 
No.  not  reported  


14-56 

627 


137 

24-JO 


MARITAL  STATUS 


SEX 


No.  Married 

949 

Total 

No. 

Male  

No.  Single  

821 

Total 

No. 

Female  

No.  Other  status.. 
No.  not  reported 

5.6 

2824- 

4650 

Total 

No. 

Not  reported 

3022 

1529 

9? 

■^50 


DEPENDENTS 

Total  No.  having  dependents  1155 

Total  No.  not  reported  34-95 

4650 

Total  No.  dependents  of  the  1155  blind  & partially  sighted 

persons  2^79 

Avg.  No.  dependents  for  those  reporting  2 


SELF-SUPPORT  & DEPENDENCE 

Total  No.  forking 813  Total  No.  self-supporting,...  822 


Total  No.  not  working  ....124-9  Total  No.  dependent  124-0 

Total  No.  not  reported  2588  Total  No.  not  reported 2-88 

4650  1 ^650 

Grand  total  of  wages  reported  $17,366.3^ 

Average  wage  per  week  of  those  reported  21.36 


DUPLICATED  NAMES 

( *)  A total  of  5,123  names  was  submitted  but  4-73  were  found  to  be 
duplicates,  as  follows: 


2 served  by  4-  agencies  8 

4-0  served  by  3 agencies  120 

155  served  by  2 agencies  310 


35  duplications  by  error  and  cases 
served  a second  time  by  an  agency 


NOTE  - The  summary  on  this  sheet  gives  information  on  4,650  persons 
who  have  actually  been  served  through  the  Michigan  School  for 
the  Blind,  Employment  Institution,  Special  Classes  in  public 
schools,  and  the  State  Rehabilitation  Division. 
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^ TABLE  II  - SHOWING  WHAT  70?  BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED  PER80NS  ARE 
'W  DOING  AND  EARNING.  NUMBER  OF  OCCUPATIONS  - 203 


OCCUPATIONS 


TOTAL  WAGE  §±Q~&.  $lQ^  JSI=  $Jl-  $4l~  OWR 

NO.  NOT  Under  20  30  40  50  350 

PERSONS  GIVEN  USE  UMlfS 


Accountant  1 
Addressing  Mach. Opr.  1 
Adjuster  s 1 
Arc  & Acetylene  Weld.  1 
Ash  Handler  1 
Assembler  30 
Attorney  2 
Auto  Electrician  1 
Auto  Forging  1 
Auto  Mechanic  1 
Auto  Manufacture  2 
Auto  Press  Operator  1 
Auto  Repairman  6 


1 


9 

1 


Baker  2 

Barber  5 

Battery  & Tire  Shop  5 

Beauty  Parlor  Opr.  1 

Bench  Worker  3 

Beer  Garden  Prop.  1 

Biller  1 

Body  Finisher  1 

Body  Rubber  1 

Body  Washer  1 

Branch  Manager  1 

Brick  Mason  1 

Broadcaster  1 

Broommaker  & Salesman  24 
Buffer  & Polisher  3 


1 

1 


12 


1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

g 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


2 

2 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 


1 


* 


Candy  & Cigar  Stand 

Candy  Maker  & Packer 

Canvasser 

Carpenter 

Chair  Caner 

Checker 

Chipper  & Filer 
Chiropractor 
Church  Worker 
Cleaner 

Clerical  Worker 
Clerk 

Coal  & Wood  Dealer 
C oiler  - Wire 
Collector 
Commercial  Artist 
Concession  Opr. 
Conservation  Worker 
Construction  Bupt, 
Core  Cleaner  & Maker 


16 

3 

3 

10 

g 

3 

1 

4 

5 

I 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

g 


1 

3 


1 

2 


2 


4 


3 

2 


611 

1 


2 

1 

1 

1 


3 

5 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 


7 

3 

2 

2 

l 

1 

1 


1 


1 


1 

1 


1 

5 


1 

3 


1 


. . . 1 


TABLE  II  - Continued 

To m wage  wage  units 

OCCUPATIONS  NO.  NOT  $10  & WOP  HI1  $31-  $41^  uV££ 

PERSONS  GIVEN  Under  20  30  4p  SO  350 


Crater  3 
Creamery  worker  - 1 
Cushion  Trimmer  4 

lelivery  man  1 
Demonstrator  (sales)  1 
Designer  1 
Die  maker  & setter  5 
Director,  social  ser.  1 
Dispensing  "board  1 
Draftsman  1 
Drill  press  operator  7 
Drop  hammer  ass't  1 

Electrician  6 
Elevator  operator  2 
Employ' t director  1 
Engineer  1 


2 1 

1 

1 3 

1 

1 

1 

2 12 
1 


4 3 

l 

4 2 

2 

1 

1 


Facing  machine  opr.  1 
Factory  worker  2 
Farmer  l4 
Fender  laser  1 
Finisher  6 
Fitter  helper  1 
Food  administrator  1 
Foreman  5 
Foundryman  1 
Furnace  man  1 

Gang  Loss  1 
Garage  man  1 
Gas  station  attendant  1 
Glass  "business  1 
Gov't  forestry  work  1 
Grinder  3 
Grocery  1 


$ 

1 


Handwork 

Heat  treat 

Horticulturist 

Hcsoital  orderly 

Hotel  houseman 

Huxter 

Housekeeper 


1 

3 
1 
l 
l 
1 

4 


l 


l 

l 


1 

3 i 


3 

l 


Inspector  17 
Instructor  1 
Insurance  salesman  6 
Interior  Decorator  3 
Investigator  1 


2 

1 

1 


l4 

1 

4 

2 


1 


1 

1 

1 


1 


1 


1 


t 


OCCUPATIONS 


TABLE  II  -Continued 

Total  wage  WAGE  UNITS 

No.  Not  $10  & $11-  $21-  $3i-  $4i-  Over 

Persons  Given  Under  20  30  40  50  3 SO 


Janitor 

13 

2 

Laborer 

4g 

2 

5 

Lethe  operator 

g 

1 

Laundryman 

1 

Librarian 

1 

Lineman 

1 

Loader 

5 

Locker  room  man 

Lumber  dealer 

1 

Machinist 

16 

Machine  tool  shop 

1 

Machine  department 

1 

Machine  helper 

2 

Machine  operator 

6 

Machine  repairman 

l 

Magazine  agency 

1 

Maid 

2 

2 

Making  door  mots 

1 

1 

Manager 

3 

2 

Meat  cutter 

l 

Mechanic 

l 

Metal  worker 

4 

Messenger 

l 

1 

Millwright 

2 

Mop  maker 

3 

3 

Moulder 

3 

Musician 

4 

1 

Newspaper  salesman 

7 

3 

3 

Newspaper  worker 

2 

Night  watchman 

2 

Odd  jobs 

1 

1 

Oiler 

1 

Osteopath 

1 

Own  business 

1 

Packing  house  worker 

1 

Painter  & paper  hang 

. 3 

Painting  springs 

l 

Paneler 

l 

Paster 

1 

Pharmacist 

1 

l 

Physician 

1 

l 

Phy  o i o t he  r ap i s t 

1 

l 

Piano  tuner 

11 

l 

Piece  worker 

3 

2 

Pin  setter 

l 

1 

Plumber 

l 

Pocket  maker 

l 

Polisher 

l 

g 3 

31  10 

4 

l 

1 

l 

3 2 

1 

4 9 


l 

l l 

l 3 

l 


2 1 


1 


3 

l 


2 

1 


1 

1 

1 

2 11 

1 1 

2 1 

3 

l 

1 l 

2 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 


1 

1 


1 


6 4 

1 

i 

l 

l 


TABLE  II  - Continued 

Total  Wage  V A G E U N I f S 

OCCUPATIONS  No*  not  $10  & fll3  JSl^  ^JTZ  sFT1  (5vUr 

Per  sons  Given  Under  20  30  4-0  50  s>50 


Pop  corn  stand  1 
Poultry  raising  1 
Press  operator  3 
Production  1 


Punch  press  operator  10 


1 

1 

1 2 

1 

SI  1 


Radio  service  & repair  4- 
Receiving  Dept,  work  1 


Repair  man  5 
Restaurant  2 
Rip  saw  operator  1 
Rooming  house  6 
Rug  weaver  4- 


3 

2 


2 


2 

1 

1 

1 


2 

1 


3 


2 


1 

1 

1 


Salesman  28 
Sander  1 
Saw  operator  1 
Scale  repairman  1 
Scrubber  1 
Seamstress  3 
Sewing  mach,  opr.  17 
Shaking  out  castings  1 
Sheet  metal  worker  2 
Shoe  repairman  14- 
Signs  distributor  1 
Sorter  1 
Sorting  broom  corn  1 
Sorting  screws  1 
Sounding  arms  1 
Spot  welder  1 
Statistician  2 
Steam  cleaner  1 
Steam  fitter  1 
Sticker  operator  1 
Stock  chaser  5 
Stock  counter  1 
Stock  handler  2 
Stock  keeper  3 
Stockman  2 
Stock  room  work  5 
Stock  sorter  1 
Stone  handler  1 
Stone  mason  1 
Store  manager  7 
Straw  boss  1 
Street  cleaner  3 
Sweeper  3 


Switch  board  operator  1 


1 7 


2 

l4 


4 

1 


1 


1 


1 

1 2 
1 
2 


8 12 
1 


1 • 
3 

9 

l 


l 

1 

1 

2 
1 


1 

1 

1 

1 1 
1 


3 

1 

2 

3 

l 


1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 


3 


1 


1 


1 2 
1 


1 


Teacher  15  1 

Ticket  perforater  1 
Time  keeper  4-  1 

Tin  smith  1 


1 


3 5 4-1 

1 

1 2 


1 


f 


*1 


f 


Jk. 


TABLE  II  - Continued 


OCCUPATIONS 

Total 

No. 

Persons 

Wage 

not 

Given 

$10  & 
Under 

*u- 

20 

$21- 
- 30 

#31- 

40 

$14-1- 

50 

Over 

3*50 

Tobacco  stripper 

• 1 

1 

• 

Toolcrib  worker 

5 

1 

4 

Tool  grinder 

■ 1 

1 

Tool  maker 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Tool  & supply  clerk  1 

1 

Traffic  dept,  worker  1 

1 

Trimmer 

1 

1 

Trucker 

11 

1 

2 

7 

1 

Unclassified 

2 

2 

Unloading  cement 

1 

1 

Utility  man 

1 

1 

Veneer  man  -cutter  1 

1 

W' shing  machines 

1 

1 

Watchman 

3 

1 

2 

Weaver 

6 

1 

3 

2 

Welder 

1 

1 

Wire  machine  opr. 

l 

1 

Wire  room  worker 

l 

1 

Woodworker 

2 

1 

1 

Woodworking  mach. 

opr.  1 

1 

Wrapping  parts 

1 

1 

Yard  worker 

2 

1 

1 

66 — -gr~  2ir~~ 54 


TOTALS 


122 


30  6 


'UV 


V«/V  \ 


s •* 
v.  . 


c 


. 
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TABLE  III  - REPORT  ON  4-73  DUPLICATIONS  FOUND  IN  BLIND  SURVEY 


Table  shows  212  persons  served  by  two  or  more  State 
Departments  or  Institutions,  or  reported  in  duplicate 

*r'r  — srOK — S8HWL  ftifflflm'I-  SPECIAL  REMRTIB  TWK2  BIT 

NAME  EMPLOY1  T FOR  TATION  OLA 8 SB 8 ERROR  OR  GIVEN 

INSTITUTE  BLIND  DIVISION  SERVICE  A 2nd  TIME 

BY  ONE  AGENCY, 


Becker,  Paul 

X 

X 

X 

Cstin,  John 

X 

X 

X 

Proctor,  Grace 

X 

X 

X 

Ensing,  Gerald 

X 

X 

X 

Giesel,  Ezra 

X 

X 

X 

Giesel,  William 

X 

X 

X 

Freese,  Wm.  F. 

X 

X 

X 

Proscus,  Iva 

X 

X 

X 

Reames,  Ethel 

X 

X 

X 

Henderson,  John 

X 

X 

X 

Clapp,  Hiram 

X 

X 

X 

Soerhide,  Henry 

X 

X 

X 

Younk,  Robert 

X 

X 

X 

Maris,  Jeanette 

X 

X 

X 

Minna rd,  Dewey 

X 

X 

X 

Morse,  William 

X 

X 

X 

Schultz,  Herman 

X 

X 

X 

Smith,  John  8. 

X 

X 

X 

Williams,  Jesse 

X 

X 

Palmer,  William 

X 

X 

X 

Johnson,  Lee 

X 

X 

X 

Upplegar,  Gladys 

X 

X 

Bach,  Mary  Edna 

X 

X 

X 

Perlongo,  Nandino 

X 

X 

X 

Fortner,  Nick 

X 

X 

X 

Tamer,  Anthony 

X 

X 

Mann , Edward 

X 

X 

X 

Bellisle,  Avangelist  x 

X 

X 

Bellisle,  Mrs.  E„V. 

X 

X 

X 

kvery , W.  D. 

X 

X 

X 

Ryba,  Stephen 

X 

X 

Cilly,  Willard 

X 

X 

X 

Fagan,  George 

X 

X 

X 

Shampo,  George 

X 

X 

X 

Geer,  Floyd 

X 

X 

Melching , Elizabeth 

X 

X 

X 

Shields,  Jerry 

X 

X 

X 

J ohn s on , Me Iburn 

X 

X 

X 

Nation,  Richard 

X 

X 

X 

Nitchey,  Floyd 

X 

X 

Noland,  John 

X 

X 

X 

Campbell , Frank 

X 

X 

X 

Chase,  Ben 
Topik,  Peter 

X 

X 

X 

Fink,  Edna 

X 

X 

Chard,  Jack 

X 

X 

Finch,  Russell 

X 

X 

Cross,  Richard 

X 

X 

TenCate,  Fred 

X 

X 

x 

X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 

X 


X 


TABLE  III  - Continued 

mIM: sCHO'OL  ftErtteTET- 1 SPECiAl  TS’PtaTEtf  T‘./IC2  BY 
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Nation,  Ida 

X 

X 

Magill,  Arthur 

X 

X 

Thorpe,  Mr. 

X 

X 

Perrigo,  Frank 

X 

X 

Christianson,  Larnie 

X 

X 

River,  Violet 

X 

X 

King,  Joseph 

X 

X 

Hoornstra,  William 

X 

X 

Swart zburg,  Ben. 

X 

X 

Lynch,  Lamar 

X 

X 

Miller,  Albert 

X 

X 

Ragan,  William 

X 

X 

Brown , John 

X 

X 

Wallace,  Parker 

X 

X- 

Gardner,  May me 

X 

X 

Monkevich,  Ed. 

X 

X 

Rabideau,  Lawrence 

X 

X 

Robinson,  A, 

X 

X 

Thompson,  John 

X 

X 

Crawford,  Charles 

X 

X 

Wilson,  Corte 

X 

X 

Remus,  F. 

X 

X 

Botsford,  Charles 

X 

X 

Machine r,  Charles 

X 

X 

McQueen,  Helen 

X 

X 

Davis,  Earl 

X 

X 

Bradley,  Hubert 

X 

X 

Driscoll,  Bernice 

X 

X 

LeMieux,  Charles 

X 

X 

Herbert,  Marie 

X 

X 

Engle,  Elwood 

X 

X 

Haka,  Elmie 

X 

X 

’Wilson,  Charles 

X 

X 

Tacia,  Earl 

X 

X 

Woodward  , Roy 

X 

X 

Sohultz,  Walter 

X 

X 

Martelli,  Margerite 

X 

X 

Dunn,  Nathan 

X 

X 

Pelton,  Russell 

X 

X 

Freeman,  Phil 

X 

X 

Kurtzel,  Rose 

X 

X 

Dupnack,  John 

X 

X 

Graham,  Betty 

X 

X 

Cochran,  Pearl 

X 

X 

Cossurn,  Rev. 

X 

X 

Hedwig,  Ryba 

X 

X 

Harris,  Elizabeth 

X 

X 

Faux , Paul 

X 

X 

Liberty,  Joseph 
Allen,  Reese 
Aopleglade , - 
McDonald,  John 


x 


XX 

XX 

XX 

X 
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Hainer,  James 
Hart,  Leo 
Haslip,  Melvin 
Hopkins,  Frank 
Hopkins,  Pearl 
Erickson,  Hazel 
Maslin,  Richard 
Morse,  Marie 
Rheinard,  David 
Sadowski , Freda 
Schraft,  Fred 
Schultz,  John 
Foot,  Bernadine 
Rhodes,  W inton 
Dahl,  Marie 
Blatchford,  George 
Brown,  Marjorie 
Brunner,  George 
Thomas,  Elmer 
Wol inski,  Jos. 

Wood,  Robert 
Willis,  Orvin 
Ro snowski , Frank 
Roberts,  Mrs.  Edna 
Aoplin,  Roy 
Kettle,  Henry 
Sweeney,  Agnes 
Thrope,  Freda 
Youtz,  Rosie 
Rottach,  Walter 
Beslock,  John 
Borich,  Josephine 
Brown,  W. 

Winters,  Kris 
Youngnitch,  Oscar 
Spr ingle,  Marie 
Lockwood,  Roy 
Verran  Thomas 
W'endling,  Leo 
Batcheller,  Hubert 
Vinson,  Louis 
Abrahemson,  Peter 
Gerow,  Mildred 
Thom os  , Edward 
St.  John,  Henry 
Pecorraro,  Leonardo 
Lytle,  Stanley 
Nearl,  Earl 
Torrey,  Floyd 
LaRue,  George 
Severance , Fred 
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X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 


X 


X 


X 


t 


TABLE  III  - Continued 

smir  SCHOOL  R&UkfLlf-  f SPECIAL  R^POlRT^D  TWICE  BY 
EMPLOY 'T  FOR  TATION  CLASSES  ERROR  OR  GIVEN 
INSTITUTE  BLIND  DIVISION  SERVICE  A 2nd 

TIME  BY  1 AGENCY 


NAME 


Wilson,  Omer 

X 

X 

Andres,  Floyd 

X 

X 

Vessey,  Glenn 

X 

X 

Light,  Lloyd 

X 

X 

Moulds,  Max 

X 

X 

Winston,  Joseph 

X 

X 

Smith,  Eddie 

X 

X 

Quick,  Archie 

X 

X 

Sherwood,  Paul 

X 

X. 

Thayer,  Claude 

X 

X 

Watson,  Alex 

X 

X 

Wongrowski,  John 

X 

X 

McCann,  Edward 

X 

X 

Chase,  Maud 

X 

X 

Dresden,  William 

X 

X 

Yelnick,  Louis 

X 

X 

Austin,  Floyd 

X 

X' 

Bishop,  Rex 

X 

X 

Lasor,  M. 

X 

X 

Beaudin,  Clifford 

X 

X 

Vance,  Charlotte 

X 

X 

Creegar,  Thelma 

X 

X 

Norman,  Maiy  Alice 

X 

X 

Grablaek,  Helen 

X 

X 

Eraber,  Gazella 

X 

X 

Christian,  Carl 

X 

X 

Justin,  Evelyn 

X 

X 

Hull,  Mary 

X 

X 

Kowall,  Harriett 

X 

X 

Matson,  Howard 

X 

X 

Porter,  Lester 

X 

X 

Adamick,  Rubin 

X 

X 

Adamick,  Julius 

X 

X 

Churchill,  Mabel 

X 

X 

Yorton,  George 
Suttoni,  Helen 
Loosey,  Ernest  x 

Roberts,  Nevison  x 

Smith,  Robert  x 

Snowden,  Margaret  x 

Gayheart , William  x 

Lambie,  Morris  x 

Kennel,  David  x 

Lahti,  Mami  x 

LaFave,  Isadore  x 

LaFata,  John  x 

Swenne s s , Wi lbur  x 

Esler,  C.  x 

Fuller,  Earl  x 


x 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


XX 


X 
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Roebuck,  Clark 

X 

Mood,  James 

XX 

Wolverton,  Clarence 

XX 

Abdelnour,  Ijelgi 

XX 

Heimes,  Christopher 

XX 

Carkeek,  Jane 

XX 

Pea,  Eugene 

X 

Gang,  Boyd 

X 

Neuman,  Rose 

XX 

Pettit,  Olive 

XX 

Dote,  Lucy  Jane 

XX 
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THE  FOLLOWING  IS  TAKEN  FROM  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  EMPLOYMENT  INSTITUTION 
FOR  THE  BLIND  FOR  THE  TWO  YEARS  ENDING  JUNE  }0 , 1914,  pp.  45  to  48 4 


Some  Michigan  Statistics 

Among  the  three  million  inhabitants  of  Michigan  there  are  estimat- 
ed to  be  not  less  than  three  thousand  blind  persons.  The  writer  hr s 
obtained  the  names  and  addresses  of  about  1,700  of  these,  with  the 
moral  certainty  of  some  inaccuracies  in  the  list. 

According  to  the  statistical  information  which  we  were  able  to 
obtain  in  1910,  1911  and  1912  concerning  1,705  blind  persons  living 
in  the  State  of  Michigan  (964  males  and  7^1  females) , 92  males  and 
66  females  were  under  20  years  of  age,  including  73  boys  and  59  girls 
under  IS  years  of  age;  the  pupils  at  Lansing  being,  for  the  most  part, 
unreported:  651  persons  (405  men  and  246  women)  were  between  IS  and 

60  years  of  age;  431  men  and  436  women  were  over  60  years  old.  Whet 
should  be  done  for  each  of  these  groups  and  tnoir  respective  sub- 
divisions and  for  the  following  diverse  classes  not  yet  subdivided 
according  to  age,  physical,  mental  or  moral  soundness,  etc.? 

Of  those  13  years  of  age  and  upward,  253  men  and  162  women  were 
single,  423  men  and  24l  women  were  married,  192  men  and  271  women 
were  widowed,  13  men  and  6 women  were  divorced. 

Of  the  964  males  and  64 1 females  reported,  433  men  and  249 
women  were  either  heads  of  families  or  husbands  or  wives  of  such 
heads;  109  men  and  195  women  were  parents  or  grandparents  (including 
parents-in-law  or  stop-parents)  of  the  heads  of  their  respective 
households;  l64  males  and  120  females  lived  with  their  parents,  grand- 
parents, etc.;  52  males  and  62  females  lived  with  other  relatives  on 
whom  they  had  no  legal  claim  for  support;  65  men  and  29  women  were 
reported  as  boarders  or  lodgers;  130  men  and  36  women  were  inmates 
of  infirmaries  or  other  institutions,  exclusive  of  the  State  School 
at  Lansing. 

Four  hundred  twenty-nine  of  the  men  over  13  years  of  age  and 
601  of  the  women  were  reported  as  without  occupation,  besides  151 
men  and  4l  women  reported  as  "supported  by  own  income,"  though  hav- 
ing no  stated  occupation.  The  occupations  of  102  men  and  2 women 
were  reported  as  farmers,  farm  laborers,  or  farmers'  sons,  wives,  or 
daughters.  Those  reported  os  merchants,  peddlers,  agents,  etc. 
included  55  men  and  1 woman.  There  were  59  broom-makers  (mostly  men 
at  Saginaw),  4 weavers,  10  chair  caners,  20  industrial  apprentices 
(mostly  at  Saginaw),  15  piano  tuners,  10  singers,  6 music  teachers, 
and  55  men  and  l6  women  engaged  in  miscellaneous  occupations,  such 
as  laborers,  wood-sawyers , miners,  boarding-house  keepers,  dress- 
makers, teachers,  lecturers,  clergymen,  physicians,  uublishers, 
electrician,  snuffmaker,  blacksmith,  apiarist,  watch-maker,  etc. 

According  to  their  geographical  distribution  of  course  Y/ayne 
County  with  its  177  "blind  people  reported  (and  doubtless  as  many 
more  were  not  found)  had  the  most;  Kent  County  90 ; Saginaw  County 
13S  (many  of  them  at  the  Institution);  Kalamazoo  County  50;  Houghton 
County  45;  Calhoun  County  43;  Lenawee  County  42.  No  other  county 
as  many  as  40;  Ingham  County  26,  etc. 


Annual  Enumeration  by  Assessors 


There  is  abundant  evidenoc  that  many  blind  persons  are  not  re- 
ported as  such  by  the  Federal  censuB  enumerators.  Stato  and  local 
surveys  of  the  blind  have  found  nearly  or  quite  double  the  numbers 
so  reported.  But  the  annual  enumeration  made  in  Michigan  by  the 
township  and  ward  supervisors  at  the  time  of  the  assessment  of  pro- 
perty for  the  purpose  of  taxation  is  still  less  - far  less  - complete 
as  to  the  numbers  of  individual  cases  reported  although,  in  sont 
respects,  it  yields  further  information  which  suggests  interesting 
deductions. 

The  number  of  blind  persons  - 7^5~  reported  by  the  assessing 
officers  in  1912  was  less  than  44  per  cent  of  the  number  reported 
by  the  U.  S.  Census  enumerators  two  years  earlier  but  49  per  cent  of 
the  males  and  36.4  per  cent  of  the  females  being  returned  by  the 
supe rvisors. 

Of  the  475  males  and  275  females  reported  as  blind  in  1912,  6l 
boys  and  53  girls  were  in  the  School  for  the  Blind  at  Lansing  and 
60  men  and  28  women  were  in  the  Employment  Institution  at  Saginaw 
West  Side.  All  but  12  of  these  were  of  the  white  raoe,  the  exceptions 
including  4 men  and  3 women  of  the  black,  and  3 men  and  2 women  of 
the  Indian  race.  And  in  the  two  State  institutions  all  were  white 
except  one  colored  woman  at  Saginaw. 

As  to  mental  condition,  400  males  and  213  females  were  reported 
as  intelligent;  25  males  and  l4  females  idiotic;  50  moles  and  43 
females  as  average.  Of  those  in  the  institutions  86  males  and  54 
females  were  intelligent;  6 males  were  reported  as  idiotic;  and  29 
males  and  27  females  as  average. 

Three  hundred  seventy-nine  males  and  225  females  were  supported 
by  themselves  or  by  friends;  11  males  by  the  public  in  part;  85  males 
and  45  females  by  the  public  entirely,  while  of  those  in  the  institu- 
tions, 103  males  and  66  females  were  supported  by  themselves  or  by 
friends  and  18  $ales  and  15  fem-les  by  the  public  entirely. 

Three  hundred  thirty-four  males  and  212  females  were  natives  of 
the  United  States;  10  males  and  7 females  were  of  unknown  nativity; 

131  males  and  51  females  were  foreign-born. 

Among  the  chief  assigned  causes  of  blindness  were  the  following: 
accidents  or  injuries  (including  blasting,  explosions,  gun-shot 
wounds,  etc.)  - 109  males  and  17  females;  cataract,  35  males  and  29 
females;  heredity , 6 males  and  8 females;  congenital  defects,  6l 
males  and  56  females,  ophthalmia,  4 males  and  3 females  (!)  inflamma- 
tion, 26  males  and  27  females;  measles,  8 males  and  10  females; 
glaucoma,  3 males  and  6 females;  paralysis  or  disease  of  optic 
nerve,  59  males  and  females;  scrofula,  5 males  and  19  females; 
old  age,  18  males  and  17  females,  etc.  Causes  unknown  or  not 
specified,  4l  males  and  10  females. 

The  incompleteness  of  this  annual  enumeration  is  strikingly 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  but  8 cases  were  returned  from  Wayne 
County,  42  from  Kent  County,  l4  each  from  Monroe  and  Marquette 
bounties,  21  from  Calhoun  County,  18  from  Houghton  County,  17  from 
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Lapeer  County,  l6  from  Hillsdale  County,  etc.  etc.  The  r gistrt  tion 
conducted  by  the  Massachusetts  Commission  for  the  Blind  yields  n 
ratio  of  127  of  this  class  to  each  100,000  of  the  general  population. 
The  Federal  census  found  but  53  per  cent  of  this  numbor  in  Massachu- 
setts, and  but  48  per  cent  of  the  number  found  in  Delaware  by  the 
Commission  for  the  Blind  of  that  State. 

So  meager  and  incomplete  are  the  available  statistics  of  the 
blind  of  this  State  as  but  vaguely  to  indicate  the  degree  of  hcmloes- 
ness,  dependence  and  enforced  idleness  prevalent  among  the  fclind  of 
Michigan;  but  the  extent  of  these  and  other  adverse  conditions  sus- 
ceptible of  alleviation  should  be  more  specifically  gauged  and  made 
known  to  those  who  are  presumed  to  be  able  and  willing  to  do  much  to 
brighten  the  lot  of  those  seriously  in  need  of  their  assistance. 

The  Heeded  State-wide  Survey 

To  assist  in  finding,  tabulating,  advising  and  encouraging  those 
whom  the  good  people  of  Michigan  stand  ready  to  benefit  in  various 
ways,  there  is  very  great  need  of  a thorough,  intelligent  and  sym- 
pathic  state-wide  survey  and  registration  of  all  the  blind  of  the 
Commonwealth  with  special  reference  to  their  condition  and  needs, 
which  investigation  should  be  so  carefully  supervised  and  conducted 
upon  a well-considered  plan  as  to  yield  a most  valuable  mass  of 
information  for  the  use  of  the  organized  workers  for  the  blind  and 
for  the  guidance  of  the  people’s  authorized  representatives  at 
Lansing  in  shaping  future  legislation,  etc. 

Such  a personal  canvass  of  the  approximately  three  thousand 
blind  and  near-blind  persons,  or  an  average  of  about  one  to  each 
township,  village,  and  city  ward,  should  be  carefully  yet  raoidly 
conducted  in  each  of  the  thirteen  congressional  districts  so  that 
its  statistical  results  may  be  properly  compiled  and  published  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  year  1916;  and  the  resulting  register  should  be 
so  indexed,  preserved  and  revised  from  time  to  time  as  to  be  of 
permanent  value  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  blind  in  this  State. 

Such  a survey,  in  order  to  be  effective  and  satisfactory  to 
the  blind  themselves,  to  their  intelligent  and  sincere  friends,  and 
to  the  general  public,  cannot  be  completed  without  incurring  consider- 
able expense.  The  blind  of  Michigan  are,  on  the  average,  nearly 
ten  miles  apart.  A canvasser  could  hardly  find  and  thoroughly  inter- 
view, investigate  and  report  upon  more  than  one  case  in  a day  on  the 
average,  although,  in  a few  cases,  two  or  three  might  be  advised 
with  and  reported  upon  in  a single  day  if  found  close  together. 

Thus  properly  to  interview  and  register  two  hundred  or  more 
blind  persons  in  a single  congressional  district  and  several  hundred 
of  their  next-of-kin  or  nearest  friends,  would  call  for  a good 
year's  work  by  a capable  and  careful  canvasser,  who  should  be  sym- 
A pathetically  familiar  with  the  good  work  now  accomplished  by  or 

provided  for  at  the  existing  two  State  institutions  and  with  what 
is  done  for  the  blind  in  other  progressive  states  and  through 
philanthropic  efforts  of  good  people  acting  in  their  private  capacity 
in  our  own  State,  etc. 
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Fpr  the  labor,  boarding  and  traveling  expenses  of  such  a canvasser 
in  each  of  the  thirteen  congressional  districts  and  for  the  necossery 
expenses  of  a central  office  directing  the  work  and  preparing  the 
proper  permanent  records  and  tables  of  results  and  publishing  proper 
report  of  the  survey,  etc.,  we  should  have  as  much  as  fifteen  thousand 
dollars.  If  the  State  is  to  be  wisely,  humanely  and  economically 
guided  in  what  it  is  to  do  for  the  blind,  one  thousand  dollars  for 
the  work  in  each  congressional  district  should  not  bo  thought  a very 
high  price  to  pay  for  such  a service. 


— 


LIST  OF  PERSONS  KNOWN  TO  BE  DEAF  AND  BLIND  IN  MICHIGAN  - 1934 


Arnold,  Elmer 
Arnold,  James  H. 
Berg,  Fred 
Boynton,  Eldred 
Bronner,  Carl 
Chambers,  Charles 
Cone,  Ho r race 
Fairfield,  John 
Groux,  Napoleon  Paul 
Harlan,  Roy 
Houle,  Mrs.  Clara 
Lantz , Charles  E. 
Leedley,  Clifford 
McArthur,  A.  D. 
McGifford,  George 
Mesick,  Elizabeth 
Nadeau,  Jennie 


Nelson,  Mrs.  Gertrude 
Nowack,  Thomas 
Raymond,  John 
Rivers,  Violet  R. 
Robinson,  Almond 
Roseman,  Ludendorf 
Shaff,  Mrs.  Ethel  E. 
Smith,  Anna 
Smith,  Edward 
Smith,  Robert 
Summers,  Mary 
Taylor,  Mrs. 
Trowbridge,  Clem 
Trowbridge,  Floyd 
VerVaene,  J.  Constance 
Wat Son,  Florence 
Watson,  Robert 
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